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Global Perspectives on Stewardship and Spiritual Gifting

In mid-December 2021, a middle-aged Spanish couple
walked into the Alpedrete Church — the first Protestant
church they’d visited. They were on a journey, searching
for God and the truth. After attending a short time, they
asked my wife Lea and me to visit their home and explain
what it means to be “born again.”

Not long after, they came to understand Jesus Christ and
the Word of God held the answers to their search. On
June 11, 2023, they publicly identified with Christ through
believer’s baptism.

Lea and | continue meeting with them for home Bible
studies. We often spend a couple of hours around the
table learning what it means to be a disciple of Christ and
discussing their many thoughtful questions. It’s such a
joy to see God at work in their hearts, bringing about true
transformation.

As their faith and relationship with the Lord have grown,
so has their desire to serve in their local church. José
Luis and Rafi beautifully demonstrate what the often-
overlooked spiritual gift of helps looks like in our context.

For the past few years, Rafi has volunteered at Vacation
Bible School, assisting and even leading children’s snack
time. Though she and her children never experienced
VBS growing up, she helps the church carry out this min-
istry with joy and dedication.

José Luis is also eager to serve in practical ways. He
faithfully ensures the church is stocked with cleaning sup-
plies, paper goods, and ink cartridges. He takes respon-
sibility for turning off lights and locking up after services.
With his flexible morning schedule, he’s often available to
run errands or meet repairmen for the church’s needs.

Recently, our church in Alpedrete, Spain, launched a new
ministry — a welcoming team. | knew right away José Luis
and Rafi would be perfect for it. They are compassionate
and understanding toward those who are searching for
Truth like they once were. It’s inspiring to hear them share
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with others the scriptural truths that have changed their
lives.

Deeply touched by how the Alpedrete congregation em-
braced them like family, they sincerely want others to ex-
perience the same love and belonging. After serving just
one Sunday each of the past two months, they’ve both
expressed how much they love being part of this ministry
— greeting everyone with a smile, helping visitors, and
building relationships within the Body of Christ.

We look forward to seeing how God continues to use
José Luis and Rafi as they serve the church through their
gift of helps, and how He will continue to develop new
gifts in them for His glory.

— Anthony Edgmon, IM Missionary in Spain

This article originally appeared in the
February/March 2026 issue of ONE Magazine.

We are committed to sharing the Gospel around the
world! New believers and ministries, disciples making
disciples, churches growing, national leaders stepping

up in ministry...all of this is possible because people
like YOU partner with IM. Learn more: www.iminc.org

Why not reach out to one of our missionaries
who are in the States raising support and invite
them to your church? They’d love to share about
their ministry and how God is

working around the world to fulfill

the Great Commission. Scan the

:ﬁ_: programs, strategies, or statistics; IM is about the Gospel! QR code to view the full list of
Give to the General Fund by scanning the QR code missfonaries who are Stateside.
E - or visiting: www.iminc.org/generalfund| They’'d love to hear from you!




Help Fund Your Students For Missions This Summer

Join the challenge of fully funding all 2026 stu-
dents for the summer! We are asking every person
to give $50 to one student from your state or the
General Funds listed below.

Many students from your area have been accepted
for IM’s summer mission trips through ETEAM (high
school) and the College Missions Program. These
students have financial deadlines coming up soon,
and many still need financial support for their trips.
If you've participated in these programs or helped
support students in the past, you know firsthand
the life-changing impact of these trips. Over 75%
of IM missionaries have gone on these short-
term opportunities with IM, and many of them
answered the call to missions during these trips.

Find a student:
https://iminc.managedmissions.com/OurTrips

ETEAM student general fund:
https://ppay.co/nTjkbZ4gfOU

CMP student general fund:
https://ppay.co/g8ah2IsO6WU

Join WNACandIMOn A
Five-Day Journey of Prayer

This Pre-Easter Week of Prayer (taking place on March 30—
April 3) downloadable PDF is a five-day prayer journey
intended to help women pray intentionally for missionar-
ies and ministries around the world. This

year’s prayer theme is “From the Cross
to the Nations.” Each day includes Scrip-
ture, guided prayer points, a devotional

thought, and a personal reflection. Use
individually, as a family, or corporately
in your church or small group.

FAMILY HAPPENINGS

Nathan and Linda Snow’s son,
Isaac, was recently asked

to join the community junior
orchestra as a cellist and

had his first performance at a
local community festival. The
Snows are thankful for anoth-
er opportunity to be |nvo|ved with the community,
and certainly proud of Isaac on the cello.
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The Sakamotos and Kettemans
were fully funded and returned
to their fields in Japan to launch
the Hope Alive lkebukuro
Church.

Visit the IM website for more
information: https://iminc.org/
pre-easter-prayer-wnac/

HOPE ALIVE

Download the PDF handout:

https://bit.ly/4ksUXG8 .
Recently, the Hope Alive

Church in Japan celebrated
seven years of ministry in Tokyo,
Japan, the New Life Church in

Recently, there have been several
baptisms in a Baptist church where

Pastor Samuel Ramos (from Cuba) is
now pastoring in the state of Yucatan,
Mexico. Pastor Ramos has a dedication
and passion for training leaders in the
Bible and establishing a church to reach
more people in the state. This led him
to plant a Free Will Baptist church in the
largest city of the peninsula, Merida.

— A partnership Gospel story from
Yucatdn, Mexico

We continue to see lives publicly
devoted to Christ, reminding us why
we rejoice in every step of God’s work

Hokkaido, Japan, celebrated
two years, and the Alpedrete
Church in Spain celebrated 20
years! God is faithful and contin-
ues to draw people to Himself through IM missionar-
ies and ministries around the world.

Grace Carney will have a gradua-
tion ceremony in Japan in March!
She will also attend ETEAM St.
Croix and Truth & Peace Leadersh|p
Conference
this summer.

through faithful leaders like Pastor Ramos. The Voltz family is excited for

the arrival of their second baby
girl in June!

REFLECTION QUESTIONS: How have you allowed the
Lord to use you to reach people in your local area?
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